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Translated Version in English:-

'Panshala’ and 'Kafikhana': Drinking Culture and Entertainment in Colonial
Bengal

Suman Mukherjee*

Taverns and coffee houses were one of the attractions of colonial Bengal and
Calcutta city life. The British built these clubs in Calcutta on the model of their own
country. Dalhousie Square, Lalbazar, Bentinck Street and Boubazar area were the
heart of Kolkata's drinking culture. The boom of 'panshalas' and coffeehouses
continued till the middle of the 19th century. The 'panshalas' that became popular in
the city of Calcutta were Appolo Tavern (1748), Tresham's Tavern (1758), Harmonic
Tavern (1780) and Union Tavern (1838). 'Panshalas' were also known as
Punchhouses. Sailors, soldiers and aristocrats used to drink in 'panshalas'.
'Paanshalas' were the resting places of the elite in the city. Not only Calcutta, but
also 'Panshalas' were established in Falta, Srirampur and Barrackpore. Native
Bengalis also became attracted to the 'panshalas' when the British visited them.
'Native Panshalas' developed in areas like Dharmatala, Chinebazar etc. Bengali pubs
became a center of exchange between Eastern and Western cultures. The 'Coftfee
House' (Coffee House) developed in Calcutta in the 18th century was a British
imported entertainment center. In 1762, the first coffee shop in India was established
in the city of Calcutta. The London Hotel had a 'Coffee Room'. Not only for drinking
coffee, people also went there to read newspapers. Calcutta Exchange Coffee House
was established in 1788. It was opened to gentlemen, merchants and traders. Here
both Europeans and natives had access. Jerusalem Coffee House was established in
1790. In 1856, Spence's Hotel opened Spence's Coffee House. Local veterans used
to meet in the evenings at Spence's Coffee House. 'Paanshalas' and 'kafikhanas' were
not only centers of entertainment. These are
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* Assistant Professor, Department of History, Turku Hansda Lapsa Hemram Mahavidyalay,
Mallarpur, Birbhum.
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Edited by

Amiya Kumar Ghosh

Ashis Kumar Das

Prasanta Kumar Ghosh
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Quit India Movement: As Reflected In

Assamese Novels
—NMonalisa Ghosh

Introduction

Literature, especially novels represent the panoramic view of the socicty.
Hence analysis of novels will bring out the reflection of sociological and
political phenomenon which always haunt the creative personalities. Quit
[ndia movement is one of those political phenomenon rather historical truth
which had an enormous effect on various streams of literature. Quit India
movement is found in Bengali novels as well as many other novels written
in many regional languages. Assamese novel also is not an exception.

There are two novels in Assamese directly on Quit India Movement-one
is *Mrityunjoy’ by Birendra Kumar Bhattacharya and other is ‘Ranga Ranga
Tef’ by Pasupati Bharadwaj, ‘ Yaruingam’ by Birendra Kumar Bhattacharya and
‘Dawor Arn Nai’ by Jogesh Das are also that kind of novels where the
reflection of August Movement is found in-directly.

Mrityunjoy (The Winner of Death)

Birendra Kumar Bhattacharya is perhaps the first novelist in Assam who
has taken politics as the subject matter of his novels in a detailed manner.
Bhattacharya’s political novel has two faces. One is scientific socialism or
Marxian Socialism and the other is Democratic also believed in these two
different ideologies. In his early days he had a faith on Communism, he
believed in scientific socialism. But later he became a democratic socialist. We
can consider ‘Mritvunjoy’ as a democratic socialist novel because though it
has two faces, yet at the end Gandhism wins over Revolutionaries.

Pre-independence novels shows, India’s only desire was to get free from
the British colonialism by hook or crook. One group intended
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Translated Version in English:-

Bibhutibhushan Bandyopadhyaya : A Novelist

Reba Das

Bibhutibhusan Bandyopadyaya was Born on 12th September 1894 at Maternity
home in Muratipur village of Twenty Four Parganas. Father Mahananda Banerjee,
mother Mrinalini Devi, passed BA with 'Distinction' in 1918, the source of teaching
life. The writer, who is a nature lover and used to a dynamic lifestyle, has constantly
traveled to different wildernesses of Bengal, Bihar and Odisha. He started his literary
career by writing a story called 'Upekshita', which was published in Pravasi
newspaper. He was immersed in literary pursuits till the last days of his life. He
passed away on November 1, 1950.

However, chronologically Vibhutibhushan's personal development and artistic
development are contiguous to 'Kallol' history; Kallol's wavering appears at the
extreme crisis of historical agitation, but from all personal physical positions, the
Creator Vibhutibhushan has forgotten everything in the past. In other words,
Bibhutibhushan Banerjee is not an epoch-maker in his true nature, but an innovative
bearer of the age, he has drawn the entire grief and enthusiasm of the age in himself
and on the way he has drawn a perfect embodiment of the revolutionary desire of
the country-time. The artist Vibhutibhushan was meditating in a distant beautiful
natural world rather than drowning in the luxuriance of flesh-and-blood, the nature
of the 'Kallol-age'. Sajnikant also said that for this reason, the bird of Manasarovar
in the muddy muddy soil of Kallol, he could not climb MiGionpur in any flock of
thunder- 'Kallol' Kalloltar'-'anti-Kallol'. Prothmanath Bishi has rightly said about
him - Abhinav was unique among the moderns in his nature depiction.
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Translated Version in English:-

Vidyasagar's Karmartad Tour: Contextual Public Health Thinking and
Indigenous Development

Suman Mukherjee

Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar (in his late life) came to Karmtide in Santal Pargana to
relieve family turmoil, city noise and work pressure. The water and air of Santal
Parganas were healthy. So a change of air was needed to get the rates and taxes back
to health. Vidyasagar traveled to Karmatad for a change of scenery. Vidyasagar lived
in a house named 'Nakhon Kanan' for some time. The worker was a post. The main
inhabitants were poor Santal tribals. The socio-economic condition of Bantals was
miserable. Seeing the poverty of the Santals, Vidyasagar could not maintain himself.
At Karmata, Vidyasagar helped the Santals in many ways. He provided treatment
and medicine to the poor Santals when they were ill. Vidyasagar started homeopathy
treatment at Karmitad. He established a charitable homeopathy clinic there.
Basically he was determined to provide free medical services to the poor tribals. He
arranged food resources for the poor Santals. He bought corn from the poor Santals
and provided food for their mouths. He also made relentless efforts to promote the
education of Santals. continued A self-expense scholarship for providing education
to Santals and other poor people in Karmatad. School was established. The main
topic of this article is - Why did Vidyasagar choose Karmatad for a change of
scenery? Why set up a homeopathy treatment center in Karmatad? What steps did
Vidyasagar take to improve food security and education for the indigenous Santals?
This article will try to find answers to all these questions.

One

Change of Vidyasagar air in Karmtada: During the colonial period, a favorite aykha
was the vast sands of the Santal Parganas and Chotanagpur.
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Translated Version in English:-

Contribution of Vidyasagar in the spread of Bengali and Sanskrit language,
literature and culture

Soumik Pal

Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar is a prominent Bengali, columnist, sociologist, scholar,
publisher, translator, social reformer, Dayar Sagar, Philanthropic. He is the father of
Bengai and Sanskrit language. He is a bright star of the 19th century. He was born
on 26th September 1820 (Tuesday 12th Ashwin 1227) in the village of Dhirsingh in
Pre Presidency of India. This village is in recently independent India. Although
Paschim Medinipur Mandala State of West Bengal State was included in Gadi
District at that time. His father's name was Ikunadas Bandopadhyay and mother was
Bhagwati Devi. Vidyasagar is still remembered for the pioneering work he did before
the beginning of literary creation in Bengali language. Many identify Vidyasagar as
the real father of Bengali prose literature. Although there is some disagreement about
this, there is no room for doubt that he is the inventor of artistic bala garriti. The
main purpose of his literary works was welfare, not mere literary theory. He was the
innovator of artistic Bengali prose style. Akshay Kumar, Vidyasagar and
Devendranath coordinated knowledge, action and devotion around this magazine
"Tattvabodhini'. Akshay Kumar was the first editor of this magazine 'Tattvabodhini'.
When he fell ill, Vidyasagar himself took over as editor. Hence the episode from
1847 to 1865 is called the Tattvabodhini episode. It is known as Vidyasagar parva in
a sense. In 1865, the triumph of Bengali novel literature began with Bankimchandra's
'Durgeshanandini'. Thus Vidyasagar Mahasaya and the prose writers of the time had
an important role in the development of Badhakandra. Poet Madhusudan wrote a
letter about Vidyasagar's Shilpasambat Kshibafi and Gatriti- "The man to whom
spoken has the genius and wisdom of an ancient wigs, be gy of us English man and
the heart of a Bengali mother." The characteristic features of Didasagar were out of
a Bengali med harsh.
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Translated Version in English:-

Vidyasagar and widow marriage practice: One of the steps of women's
liberation movement

Monalisa Ghosh

Would it be wrong to call [shwarchandra Vidyasagar, the nineteenth century Bengali
educationist, social reformer and prose writer, the father of modern Bengal's
progressive reforms? don't feel In 2004, BBC Bangla organized an 'Audience
Survey'. The issue was who 1s the best Bengali of all time? In this thirty-day poll,
Vidyasagar secured the eighth position among 20 people chosen by the audience.

The tireless work of Vidyasagar throughout her life in establishing women's rights
is well known. Standing in the dungeon society of that time, it was a difficult task to
think about women's emancipation and determine in what way women's
emancipation was possible. Vidyasagar's first mission was to educate women. This
was not an easy task at that time. Although the British government's Law Secretary
Drinkwater Bethune did the first job of salting in this work in 1849 by establishing
'Hindu Balika Vidyalaya'. This school later became known as the Bethune School.
But his next career is exclusively Vidyasagar's. If the practice of female education
and its spread was the first stage of Vidyasagar's women's liberation movement, then
the practice of widow marriage was the second stage. In Kupamanduk society,
women were fearful, skeptical and superstitious that if they learn education, they
will become unmarried - this was their belief. But thousands of illiterate widows, so-
called good girls, spent their whole lives for the sake of blindness. No question mark
of society-specific logic is created. There was no individuality of women in the
society but no man raised this question. Therefore, there was a need to raise
awareness among women, to educate them, to instill in them the feeling that not the
rules imposed by the society, but the rational sense of justice will show the direction
of their emancipation. Vidyasagar is a social reformer by breaking the dysfunctional
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atmosphere of the society at that time. She gave her life in women's liberation

movement.
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Translated Version in English:-

Vidyasagar's Role in Education and Social Reform

Sanchita De

Nineteenth century saw the birth of many notable great men. Ishwarchandra
Vidyasagar is one of those great men. His contribution in education and social reform
of Bangladesh was outstanding. Although he was a common scholar in the
conventional sense, he was a social conscious humanist and a shining icon of Bengali
renaissance. He was an ocean of mercy. He did not care about religion. Human
welfare was his main concern. He has struggled for the liberation of people. In this
brilliant man there was a wonderful combination of the strong rationalism of the
Renaissance, secularism, strong humanism and East-West. He was born in a
conservative environment and despite being a Sanskrit scholar, he welcomed English
education. According to Rabindranath Tagore, he was the only Purhasingha in the
country of Bhiru. According to him, not kindness, not learning, the chief glory of
Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar's character is his invincible masculinity, his inexhaustible
humanity. According to Michael Madhusudan Dutt, whose manisha is like an ancient
sage, efficiency like an Englishman and heart like a Bengali mother.

Childhood: Pandit Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar was born on 26th September 1820 in
Birsingh village of Medinipur district of West Bengal. His father's name was
Thakurdas Bandyopadhyay and mother's name was Bhagwati Devi. Ishwarchandra's
mother Bhagwati Deri was an extraordinary woman. Even in the superstitious
environment of that time, she was a modern thinker. Sa-1 was his counselor during
the most critical days of his life. He learned from his mother. To follow the path of
ideals. Ishwarchandra Ni came to Calcutta after finishing his village school work
and in 1829 he was admitted to Sanket College Gongu AMDIAN Pie in 1839 he was
awarded the title of Vidyasagar for his merit. Educational Reforms: He was
appointed to Fort William College at the age of 21. At that time his salary was 50
rupees. h
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Translated Version in English:-

Homeopathic Medicine of Vidyasagar: A Historical Study
Sanhita Samanta

Social reformer Vidyasagar, educational reformer Vidyasagar, literary Vidyasagar
etc. But how many people know about homeopath Vidyasagb? It would not be wrong
to call Vidyasagar the pioncer of homeopathy practice in this country.

Homeopathic treatment started in India around 1810. In 1851, Rajendranath Dutta,
a resident of Boubazar, Kolkata, was a famous homeopathic doctor. He brought
Unnere to Calcutta and initiated the practice of homeopathy and started practicing
homecopathy himself. He also had considerable prestige in medicine. In 1860
Vidyasagar Mahashay was once suffering from headache. Rajendrababu heard this
and gave him a small amount of homeopathy medicine. When Mr. Vidyasagar took
it carelessly, he was not only cured by the medicine, but simultaneously became
forgetful and attracted to it. Then another incident happened. He noticed its
extraordinary effect on Rajakrishna Babu. At that time Rajakrishna Babu was
suffering from constipation for a long time. Although the hard marrow was softened
a little by the use of Fichkari, his veins were bleeding at that time. In 1863,
Rajendrababu treated Umar and cured him completely. This event is also a secret of
science. Especially helped me to become more attracted to homeopathy.

Then in 1866 the famous homeopathic doctor Berini came and started homeopathic
treatment. Bering Sahi had a very sweet relationship with Rajendranath Dutt.
Vidyasagar knew about the medical skills of Rajendrababu, the first Bengali
homeopath. That skill and experience, however, was further enhanced by exposure
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Translated Version in English:-

Vidyasagar's Karmartad Tour: Contextual Public Health Thinking and
Indigenous Development

Amitesh Roy

Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar (in his late life) came to Karmtide in Santal Pargana to
relieve family turmoil, city noise and work pressure. The water and air of Santal
Parganas were healthy. So a change of air was needed to get the rates and taxes back
to health. Vidyasagar traveled to Karmatad for a change of scenery. Vidyasagar lived
in a house named 'Nakhon Kanan' for some time. The worker was a post. The main
inhabitants were poor Santal tribals. The socio-economic condition of Bantals was
miserable. Seeing the poverty of the Santals, Vidyasagar could not maintain himself.
At Karmata, Vidyasagar helped the Santals in many ways. He provided treatment
and medicine to the poor Santals when they were ill. Vidyasagar started homeopathy
treatment at Karmitad. He established a charitable homeopathy clinic there.
Basically he was determined to provide free medical services to the poor tribals. He
arranged food resources for the poor Santals. He bought corn from the poor Santals
and provided food for their mouths. He also made relentless efforts to promote the
education of Santals. continued A self-expense scholarship for providing education
to Santals and other poor people in Karmatad. School was established. The main
topic of this article is - Why did Vidyasagar choose Karmatad for a change of
scenery? Why set up a homeopathy treatment center in Karmatad? What steps did
Vidyasagar take to improve food security and education for the indigenous Santals?
This article will try to find answers to all these questions.

One

Change of Vidyasagar air in Karmtada: During the colonial period, a favorite aykha
was the vast sands of the Santal Parganas and Chotanagpur.
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Translated Version in English:-

Vidyasagar's Environmental Thought: Context 'Shakuntala and 'Sitar
Banvas'

Asraful Hossain

laswarchandra was Vidyasagar, as well as Dayar Sagar. His character was made with
the softness of Kusum and the hardness of Vajra. What this fearless, brilliant,
generous, hearty man has given to our society will be written in golden letters in
history. She was not only a social reformer and women pioneer, but studied various
Sanskrit literatures and analyzed Eastern and Western philosophies, arguments,
judgments and highlighted ancient traditions. Scholars agree that his appearance was
a landmark event in Bengali literature. He wrote a total of fifty two books. Among
these two notable works are 'Shakuntala' and 'Sita's Banvas' but the two books are
not his original works. Bengalu adaptation of the Sanskrit play 'Abhijyan
Shakuntalam' written by Kalidasa, the first poet of India. The book was first
published on 25th Agrahayana 1262 Bengal from the Sanskrit press. And the book
'Sita's Banvas' is based on the events of various parts of 'Ramayana’. It was published
on Pahela Baisakh 1918. Although the two books are translated literature, the style
of writing is Vidyasagar's own, i.e. emotional. It was not Vidyasagar's only aim to
present the mythological stories prevalent in the two texts. In this lies his profound
environmental philosophy.

Since 'Shakuntala' by Vidyasagar is a translation of Kalidasa's Abhishana
Shakuntalam, the question may be whether the original idea is Kalidasa's. But it
should be remembered that since Vidyasagar was an environmentalist, he translated

the book and expressed his environmental philosophy. Despite Kalidasa's many
other relevant and contemporary writings, he chose 'Abhijyana Shakuntalam'. Here

he has kept all the characters of the original book and described Tapobana, it would

not have been possible if he had not been environmentally conscious. Again, the
description of Panchavati forest in 'Sita's Banvas' is a sign of his environmental
thinking. The people/,,, \)’ﬁ’ﬁ}»nt India used nature and natural resources for i
livelihood, hence th¢/selationstits Yetween man and nature.
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