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Nazml's 'Hawa Badal' and 'Health Recovery': Context Travel to Deoghar,
and Madbupyy,

Suman Mukherjee

It was not the sight of the Lord or the visit to the tirtha, but purely physical reasons,
that the mind of Bengalis developed the spirit of travel. The expansion of railways
changed the travel mentality of Bengalis during the colonial period. It gives rise to
the idea of spending a month in a place where the water and air are good to heal a
sick body, 1.e. 'going for a change'. A 'change of air' then became colonial hygiene.
During the colonial period, the small townships of Santal Pargana and Chotanagpur,
Plateau in the western part of Bengal were the best places for a change of Bengali
air. The water and pleasant climate of the townships situated on the western edge of
the province of Bengal were healthy. Added to this was the inexhaustible charm of
nature. Especially during the summer holidays and puja vacations, the elite Bengalis
of Calcutta used to run with their families for long vacations in the "West'. This matter
became popularly known as 'Hawa Badal'. This "Hawa Badal' or 'Change' became a
method of salvaging Bengali's broken health. The expansion of the railways brought
about some important changes in the travel and leisure mentality of Bengalis.
Bengalis learned to enjoy the fun of traveling. Associated with this are the two issues
of 'Hawa Badal' or 'Change' and 'Sashyatodbar’. Kazi Nazmil Islam visited Deoghar
in 1920-21 and Madhupur in 1942 for health. The main topic of this article 1s - why
Nazmil was the only reason behind the trip to Deoghar and Madhupur, as a heath? Or
was there a deep plot behind 1t? How in Nazrl's.travel mentality



ISSN : 23494107




ABHIMUKH

vol=X ! 1ssue=l jan=Apr, 2023.

A non Convcnlional Multidisciplinary Journal i
Bengali Language where thoughts of differenr:

fields inter-mingle.
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Ram Mohan Roy in his assessment of Rabindranath

Amit Chakraborty

Rabindranath expressed his views on many Bengali sages his elders. He has long
essays on the life and work of Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar. In his youth, he wrote a
harsh criticism on Madhusudan Dutt's '"Meghnad Badh Kavya' and in his later life he
softened his tone again. In Bankimchandra's literary assessment we see his ecstatic
praise. Haraprasad Shastri, Jagadishchandra Bose, Saratchandra Chattopadhyay etc.,
etc. He also penned about many contemporaries and Anuj Gunijan. The purpose of
this essay 1s to know what was his asscssment of Ram Mohan Roy, the multi-faceted
action hero predecessor.

Rabindranath's perception of Rammohan has been revealed at various points in his
long life. He delivered a long written speech as the keynote speaker at Rammohan's
memorial service. The text was later edited and published in the form of articles in
magazines and also in the form of booklets. Later, all the writings were compiled
and published in a book called 'Bharat-Pathik Rammohan Roy'. Ever delivered the
President's address at Rammohan's memorial service. Oral The essence of that
speech has been printed in various newspapers and magazines. From those accounts
published in pamphlets, articles, treatises and oral speeches, one gets a clear idea of
Rammohan's detailed assessment of his multifaceted work.

Rabindranath reminded the readers of the plight of the past era to understand the
contribution of Rammohan. "It is a very inglorious chapter in our national history.
Superstition, destructiveness and disorder prevailed all over the country. Irrationality
had obscured the light of true love. In social events, in politics, in religion and in the
arts, we have lost the power of creativity and have forgotten the religion of living
people and cling to dead traditions. Darkness all around. The progress of history was
silent, the great river of the monolithic thought of India had dried up, the country
had become stagnant and narrow.

At the time of this calamity, one side was clinging to native customs and superstitions
and pushing life into the darkness of the crematorium where 'there is no life, no
existence, only discipline and fear. On the other hand, some Bengali students in a
group teaching English left Hindu College with serious injuries.
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Amiable Protest
Amit Chakraborty

In a village in East Bengal, a child is born in a wealthy family - after spending seven
years in the village, the child moves to his rich father's workplace in Calcutta, enrolls
in the best educational institution in the city. He also took to alcoholism after being
initiated into Christianity and went away as his father's son. Due to overspending,
extreme financial crisis with wife (?) and children, poor health, the man moved to a
zamindar's library housc on the outskirts of the city, discase, financial hardship, debt,
all together, life is miserable - again back home in Calcutta, lying in a hospital bed,
hearing the news of the death of his beloved spouse, two days later, sick, tired and
destitute. The untimely death of the devastated man is like that

Reading the biography of such a man surely does not inspire any reader's respect. In
addition, the disrespect increases if it is known that the person wanted to forget his
mother tongue in his heart and soul. Pakka Saheb wanted to dress up by discarding
the three boundaries of indigenous creation. But surprisingly, the moment we get to
know the man's name 1s HEMRAM DIAN MADHUSUDAN DUTT, all our
aversions instantly fly away. We bow at his feet in awe. Madhusudan is truly a
wonder, an anomaly.
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kantha

Amitdeep Chakraborty

This thread sprouts there, and the thread here trees, fruits, flowers, birds where like
youth... youth... I understand that life also runs out, he is fascinated by the weaving
of sadness, happiness, sun colors - all the colors finally... Kantha Anupam Basar is
composed in that, child. By playing Lila, this dream grows, this wraps it up

At the end of the pyre fire, alas, the construction of woven kantha naxi was
swallowed up

The last cheetah really holds so much power?

From the east to the north in the room, I saw the dream bursting and crying, he was
slowly moving towards the north with the story of Sivan...

If Chita is true, Kantha is truer
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Dogo Rangsang Research Journal » UGC Care Group 1 Journal
ISSN : 2347-7180 Vol-11 Issue<09'No. 01.September 2021
REASON AND RELIGION- SWAMI VIVEKANANDA'’ S VIEW

Dr Sk Nur Upsar Assistant Professor Dept. of Philosophy, THLH Mahavidyalay Mallarpur, Dist-
Birbhum, West Bengal :: nur.tamannal | @gmail.com

Abstract
Religion and Science represent a fight between faith and reason. According to Swami Vivekananda, the

Vedas, Astronomy, and Philosophy are secondary. That which makes us realize the Brahman is the
highest knowledge. Knowledge of the sciences cover only the of our lives. But religious knowledge
brings to us eternal and infinite. Unfortunately, Religions have many times been looked down, by
secular knowledge. There is a reason for this. Many times, religions have refused to be justified by the
scientific aid. In consequence, we see fights between secular knowledge and religious knowledge all
over the world. Religion claims infallible authority as its guide, refuse to listen the claim of the secular
knowledge. Secular knowledge with its shining instrument of reason, wants to cut to pieces everything
religion could bring forward. This fight has been and is still waged in every country. Religions have
been again and again defeated and almost exterminated.

The present paper attempts to discuss whether religion can have a basis of rational. while discussing the
problem of Swami Vivekananda, a great philosopher of contemporary India has been taken into

consideration.
Key words: Religion, Reason, Science, knowledge, investigation, Existence, Generalization etc.

In the latter part of the 19" Century Indian Society produced a few leading personalities who re-
oriented the traditional Indian spiritualism to meet the demands of modern society. To put it
otherwise, they wanted to infuse the spirit of rationality in their way of understanding society. For
them, man can become truly conscious of his own self when he becomes conscious of the spirit of
unity with society. Among them in spite of his short span of life, Swami Vivekananda champion the
classical Vedantic concept of man in a unique way and this is reflected on his aspiration for the
actualization of divinity in man. Vivekananda was able to mould a new form of Hinduism and present this to
a global audience by drawing on his British-style college education, a grasp of classical Indian religious knowledge,
and a strong spiritual impulse from the mystic Ramakrishna. The essay “Reason and Religion” is probably not among
Swami Vivekananda’s best-known pieces of writing, but it is highly instructive if we want to under- stand some
of the key ideas and forces that were shaping religion at the very end of the nineteenth century.1

In his essay, Vivekananda asks, “Is religion to justify itself by the discoveries of reason through which every other
science justifies itself? The same method of investigation which are apply to science and knowledge outside, to be
applied to the science of religion? In my opinion this must be so, and I am also of the opinion that the sooner it is
done the better. If a religion is destroyed by such investigations, it was then all the same useless, unworthy
superstition; and the sooner it goes, the better. I am thoroughly convinced that its destruction would be the best thing
they could happen. All that the dross will be taken off, no doubt, but the essential parts of religion will emerge

triumphant out of this investigation.”2

In Modern Times Physical Sciences are better equipped than formerly and religions have become less
and less equipped. Believing certain things because an organised body of priests or one’s whomever
people want to believe, because it is written in certain books, which also consider as holly bpol_( ar}d
believe that these are infallible and certain. Thus people or groups that deviate from the majority In
important ways, were either assimilated into the mainstream or marginated. The issge. is not only the
religious but also of social recognition. As Huntington has observed. “People use religious not only to
advance their interest but also to definite their identity. We know who we are only when we know who

we are not and often only when we know whom we are against.”3

2 way out? To put in a more concrete form: is religion to justify itself by

Now the quest/'
; which every other science justifies itself? Are the same methods of
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Restaurants and Budget Hotels under the Raj: A Gastronomic
History of Public Dining in Colonial Bengal
Dr Suman Mukherfee

Assistant Professor of Hhstory
Turku Hansda Lapsa Hemram Mahavidyalay
Mallarpur, Bitbhum-731216, WB

From the colomal period, food is considered as the most important part of every gencration. F
culture and recreation was linked with cach other. New food courts were established in Calcutta
feed the white men. These restaurants became the centre for Icisurc and recreation of chites and ¢
British. From the very beginning, Calcutta was appeared to be a modern urban city because of bei
the product of the British Empire. The roots of urban educated middle class and urban centered publ
culture were deeply earthed from colonial period. The European colonizers made public dining spa
in order to continue the tradition of England. These restaurants werc forbidden for the Indians. |
created a big difference between natives and colonizers in respect of racial and social biasness. Fro
the cighteenth century, many high standard restaurants were emerged which were taken as sitcs
culinary culture. Many famous restaurants sct up at this time were Peliti’s Restaurant (1870), Firpo’
Restaurant (1917), Flury's (1927) and so on. Chevalier Federica Peliti was an Italian confectio
manufacturer. He used to make cakes and chocolates. The colonizers wanted to borrow their food
culture, taste and the way they led their lives from England to India and Peliti became a success
convener in this regard. Italian merchant Angelo Firpo came to Calcutta from Genoa via London t
start his business of restaurant. Firpo’s restaurant was the happy hunting ground for the Maharaja’
as well as elites of that time. The Swiss couple Mr. and Mrs. J Flury in 1927 founded a tea shop i
Calcutta. The natives also followed the footsteps of the Europeans in food culture. In 1940’s, a fi
Indians also started their own restaurants in Calcutta. Among these small eateries, ‘Basanta Cabin
was well-known. The Hotels were founded during colonial period not only for providing food to t
people but had prestige also. Their architecture, design and culture represented the European ways o
life. These restaurants kept the colonizers apart from the colonized people. The restaurants of Calcutta
or the colonial dining were markers of European dominance. The Indian natives were not allowed to
enter these restaurants. These restaurants created a dichotomy between colonizers-colonized as well
as rulers-ruled. It can be argued that the restaurants of colonial period were mainly of the Europe
leisure space. The entrance for the Indians was closed at that time. But the situation was changed after
1940s. The Bengalese slowly got accustomed with restaurant culture in Calcutta. Still the lower class
people were not allowed to these places. But generally the upper class and English educated ne
clites were the main customers of these restaurants. They happily adopted the European resta :
and food culture.
Exploring the Historlography of Restaurants and Budget Hotels in Indian Context:
Colonial Bengal and especially Calcutta witnessed the emergence of restaurants and budget hotels as
the space of public dining and recreation. Scveral research works have been also published recently
which mainly define the food culture in the light of popular culture. Well-known food historian
Copeland Marks’s book * Varied Kitchens of India: Cuisines of the Anglo-Indians of Calcutta, Bengalis,
Jews of Calcutta, Kashmiris, Parsis, and Tibetans of Darjeeling’ (1991)" helps us discover delightfully
accessible food in unfamiliar kitchens. More than two hundred dishes gloriopsly TRAyosnt the range
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Tropical Weather', Eco-friendly Technology and British Society and
Cultural Life in Colonial Bengal: A Historical Inquiry

Suman Mukherjee

Tropical weather was a dual geographical threat to the British colonial powers in
India. Until the late 19th century, heat was identified as the main cause of death and
illness 1n the British. So private rulers tried to deal with the heat or find cooler places
within the peniyesh, After the development of the city of Calcutta, all the English
employees who came to Calcutta from England, they were also overcome by the
intense heat of this city. The hot weather was a curse for them. Leaving the pleasant
cool climate of the coastal homeland throughout the year in the hot and humuid
climate of plain India and Bengal, the British had to be busy with heavy work
throughout the year. British Saheb and Mem Saheb adopted different methods to get
relief from intense heat and harsh environment. The British built new technology
bungalows to escape from the dust, hot weather and sun. They planted shade trees
on four sides of the bungalow. The high elite sahibs of Calcutta built 'Bagan Ani' or
'Garden House' on the banks of the river just to escape the heat. The doors and
windows of the bungalows were covered with S Khas, The "Vistl' or water carriers
used to cool the khas khas by soaking them with water. The use of 'hand fans' and
'hanging fans' became very popular with British gentlemen and ladies in hot tropical
weather. High-elite British gentlemen of colonial Calcutta used to hang out in their
bungalows and dining rooms. Apart from the hand fan, another technique known as
"thermantidate’ was in vogue. It was a type of air conditioner. Apart from this, an
attendant called Gabdar’' was employed in the household management of Sahibs. His
job was to serve cold water, sherbet and wine. In 1833 AD, the use of ice started in
Calcutta. The use of ice is not seen as a blessing in British society. British sahibs and
mem sahibs used 'shola p' to escape from the hot and humid extremes of Bengal and
the heat, they wore open fairs and loose clothes and in the afternoon they used to
ride Nika Bihar, horse carts on the Ganges chest to enjoy the cool air. The main topic
of this article 1s--- How did the hot tropical climate of colonial Bengal affect the
health and lifestyle of Britannia Saheh and Mem Saheb? What steps did the British
take to survive the extreme weather? Did the British take the help of any new
environmentally friendly technology? What new horizons did the hot weather open
up in the social and cultural life of British white Sirs?
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Mughal-Portuguese relations and development of maritime trade in India

Dr. Suman Mukherjee

Europe has had close trade and cultural relations with India since ancient times.
Long-distance sea trade between India and Rome during the pre-Christian era is a
clear evidence of this. India's cloves, cardamom, jaggery, chillies, pepper, cotton,
silk, precious stones, ivory etc. were in great demand in the European market. The
fall of the Roman Empire in 476 resulted 1n a collapse in Indo-European trade. As
Arab domination expanded in the Middle East in the seventh century AD, this
lucrative trade along the Arabian and Red Sea routes came under the complete
control of Arab and Italian merchants. Arab merchants sold these goods at high
prices in various Italian ports. Italian merchants became wealthy by selling these
goods to other European countries. In 1453, the Ottoman Turks captured
Constantinople, the capital of the Byzantine Empire, and later established their
monopoly over Western Asia and Southeast Europe. As a result, the India-Europe
trade route was completely taken over by them. When they levied additional duties
on the goods of the Indian Gupta, the price of thosc goods increased greatly in
Europe. European merchants then ventured to reach India directly by sca. The
attempt to discover new waterways started from this initiative. In the late Middle
Ages, new shipbuilding techniques, the invention of the mariner's compass and the
sternlabe, and the endless curiosity of the unknown as a result of the Renaissance
made people eager to discover new waterways. Portugal and Spain took the lead in
discovering new waterways. However, in 1498, the Portuguese navigator Vasco da
Gama circumnavigated the Uttamasha barrier at the southern tip of Africa and
rcached the port of Calicut on the west coast of India. This led to the discovery of a
direct water route from Europe to India and marked a turning point in Indo-European
relations.
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The British Seaside Birkul ang Narayantglqg -
Holidays and Summer Resorts in Colonial Bﬂ;g“

Dr Suman Mukherjee
|

| {: The British decided to construct sea-side resorts In different parts of Coastal Bengal
1 ,\N“:M from summer heat of Calcutta. In the |g» century ‘Beerku/’ (presently Digha)
S sca-side resort. First Governor General Warren Hastings (1774.) 785) selected ‘Beerkul’
ﬂ-“w himself from the heat of Calcutta. The sweet sea wind of Beerkul was very useful for
::m of the European administrators and aristocrats. Hastings Constructed 5 bungalows there
»d he marked it as ‘Brighton of the East’. But the said plan was not implemented very

and health sanitarium of Bengal? How tourism,
letsure and recreation informed an agenda in Colonial Birkul and Fraserganj? Why and how
Birkul and Frasergan) emerged as a popular seaside holiday destination in Colonial Bengal? Who
were the key players in tourism, leisure and recreation in Colonial Birkul and Frasergan;?
Key Words: Seaside; Holiday;

Summer Resorts; Birkul; Narayantala: ‘Brighton of the East’:
Warren Hastings; Sir Andrew Fraser; Tourism; Leisure; Recreation.

Within Western nations, water has long been associated with restorative qualities and medicinal
benefits to balance the ardor of work, life in the city, or the pollution inherent in industnal/urban
areas. This association is evidenced in Past practices of picnicking beside creeks, rivers, and
lakes; short excursions to lake areas, thermal springs, and the seaside; the taking of seaside
holidays angd vacations; second- home ownership by lakes, or at the seaside; and bathing and spa
Berapy as well as taking in the waters and fresh or sea air. Traditionally, in England, seaside
%™l and activities were used as a break from normal routine. With the onset of the Industrial
R‘"d“&‘ﬂ and subsequent developments in working conditions, such as shorter working days
:::lic holidays, discretionary income, along with the concurrent development of transportation
logy,

» the lower-middle and

working classes were able to experience to differing degrees
. *Creational and leisure pursu
"d upper
o

its that had previously been the purview of the upper-middle

CNTA® O 2]
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"Parajanmea’ in judging short stories: Selina Hossain
Reba Das

Selina Hossain was born in Rajshahi district of Bangladesh in 1947. Her writings
have been translated into many languages not only Bengali. She believed that art is
the integrated form of thousands of elements in the lives of thousands of people and
she engaged herself in the pursuit of that art throughout her life. Just as the bright
characters of Bengali folklore have come alive in her fiction, the real life picture of
the people of rural Bengal has been very realistically portrayed in her fiction. In his
fiction, the contemporary social and political conflict-crisis, language-movement,
Bangladesh's independence war have gained a new dimension. Her fiction emerges
from a sincere attempt to realize the life she has lived, not from mere character-
reformation. Apart from novels, she has shown his ability in writing short stories. In
fact, the short story is the sand art that demands a great sense of objectivity, a fine
psychological sense and a well-rounded sense of proportion. In the range, there is
often a space for something redundant or something. Even if its binding is loose, it
does not cut the tune. Because the whole 1s the end of the novel, the structure of the
short story is completely different. Here, the art loses its credibility when the specific
coherence 1s lost, therefore the effectiveness of the short story depends to a large
extent on the material knowledge of the writer, the experience of the society and the
family. We will discuss the extent to which Selina Hossain's story "Parajanm’ has
achieved artistic success as a short story. The story was published in 1986. First let's
give a brief description of the story.

Kazem Ali lost his wife and two sons to the cruel curse of fate at the age of sixty-
eight, and today he is completely lonely, alone, helpless. He is in this house of four
men. At this age he was wounded by intense grief, his wife Asmani came up in his
memory again and again, but even though the intense grief temporarily weakened
him, it did not dampen his spirits. He is a caste farmer. He cultivates lakhs every
year on seven bighas of land. This year he is completely alone. His wife had intimate
knowledge about [ aksh. Lakh crop grows twice a year, Once in Jaishtha month and
once in Kartika month. |
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Public Drinking in Colonial Calcutta: Voices from Taverns and Coffee Houses
Dr Suman Mukherjee
Assistant Professor of History
THLH Mahavidyalay, Mallarpur, Birbhum-731216, WB

sumanmukherjee.2010@ rediffmail.com
+91-9434582845

Abstract: Coffec houses and taverns were perhaps the most attractive aspects of colonial urban
Calcutta. Colonial Calcutta witnessed the emergence of taverns and coffee houses as the space of
public drinking and recreation. The Citizens of Calcutta and upper class British people used
those taverns and coffee houses for amusement. Eating and drinking wine were available in those
taverns and coffee houses. Those were built up at Dalhousie, Lalbazar, Baubazar, Kasitala areas
of Calcutta. The European sailors, soldiers and aristocrats met with each other in those taverns
and Coffeehouses. ‘Harmonic Tavern’ was the best party association of elite and rich classes in
colonial Calcutta. The ‘Calcutta Exchange Coffee House' was started in the year 1798. But the
most aristocratic coffee house was 'John Spence Coffee House'. During the winter season, the
aristocratic Europeans, gentlemen and business men gathered there to enjoy ball dance and
supper. Not only the Europeans but also richest people of Calcutta used to go in Spence’s coffee
house. Neo-elite class of Bengal was too much influenced by the taverns and coffee houses.
After the decline of the taverns and coffee houses, Calcutta witnessed the advent of multiple
clubs in various parts of the city. Consumption of coffee in public places paved the way for a
new social space where an individual could indulge in an open and easy conversation with the
Company and the Government. Owing to the discussion of various social and political issues, a
new social group 'Bourgeois' was emerged in city of Calcutta. Consumption of coffee was
marked as a symbol and an emblem of modemity. These coffee houses gave birth to ‘adda’ i.c.
gossip, later this gossip became an inseparable and important part of Bengali culture and

tradition.

Calcutta, Ball Dance, Supper, Adda, Gossip.

Teacher-! y
Volume IX, Issue 111, March /2020 T hgna?‘ggéﬁf"eowg Page No:1914.
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Days of the Raj: Medical Tourism, Recreation and Medicalized
Leisure Culture in Colonial Darjeeling

DR SUMAN MUKHERJEE
Assistant Professor, Department of History

T.H.L.H.Mahavidyalay, Mallarpur, Birbhum-731216, West Bengal, India

Abstract:

During the colonial regime the British made some important changes in the character of Indian tourism,
recreation and leisure culture. A sense of satisfaction was created among the British when they became
successful to establish domination in Bengal during the last stage of 18" century. The British became
involved deeply in travel, leisurc and recreation. They decided to construct Darjeeling as popular hill
station and health sanitarium of Bengal Presidency. They wanted to enjoy the quality leisure time there.
Every type of comfort, amusement and recreational facililies were available in Darjeeling to satisfy the
British aristocrats. Different types of dak bungalows, coffee houses, and hotels, restaurants were
constructed for food and lodging. British administrators and aristocrats started club culture and introduced
various sports to pass their leisure time. Besides British, the maharajas, land-lords, Bengali Babus and
well educated people of Bengal started to imitate the British culture of travel, recreation and leisure. By
starting tourism, recreation and leisure culture in colonial Darjecling the British tried to regulate the
native mindset and culture. The major thrust of my article is about why the British explored Darjeeling as
a hill station and health sanitarium of Bengal? How tourism, leisure and recreation informed an agenda in
Colonial Darjeeling? Why and how Darjeeling emerged as a popular tourist destination in Colonial
Bengal? Who were the key players in tourism, leisure and recreation in Colonial Darjeeling? What was
the interlocking relationship between tourism and recreation? Did tourism, leisure and recreation forge
out a cultural space that could be approximated as modernism in Colonial Darjeeling? Did it influence all
the people of Darjecling Society? This research article is all about finding answers to these questions.

Key Words: Colonial Darjeeling, Tourism, Leisure, Recreation, Bengal Presidency, Hill Station,
Sanitarium, Dak Bungalow, Club, Coffee-House, Hotel, Restaurant, Bengali Babu.

INTRODUCTION:

The ‘hill stations’ were created in colonial India as a part of the British imperialistic project.
From the historical perspective these hill stations were the product of British Colonialism.
Mainly two things were closely related behind the rise of the hill stations-a) a discovery of
scenery and b) reconstruction of natural environment. Dane Kennedy rightly said. “Hill stations

Copyright © 2020Author
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Dust of the Sweet Earth
Reba Das

Rabindranath is the Poet of the world. In the literary life of the poet, the strange
pattern of the world's taste-smell-touch-light has become a spiritual experience in
the daily schedule. From 'Sandhya Sangeet' to 'Sheslekha’, the main link in the
diversity of themes in all of Rabindranath's poems is this devotional love for the
world. How did it come about? One evening, even the walls of the adjacent house
suddenly became beautiful in the eyes of the poet. From that day, the veil of
insignificance of the world was removed. If I can't remove my self, then this world
cannof be seen in the right way. Kabir, felt that the more my part of me disappears 1n
the darkness of the evening, the more the outside world wakes up with its own
identity. And then its full form 1s seen, the world becomes beautiful and sweet. In
the description of the poet - T used to stand on the balcony, the movements of the
laborers walking along the road, their body structure, their faces seemed to be a great
surprise to me. Everyone is like a wave on the ocean. From my childhood, I was able
to see only with my eyes, today I started to see with all my consciousness, a friend
langhing with a friend, a mother nursing a child, a cow standing next to a cow and
licking its body, the infinite immensity that lies between them. My mind ached with

surprise.

That's what Kolakuli is doing. This is not an exaggeration of the poet's imagination.
In fact, I did not have the strength to express what I felt." This consciousness of the
poet's mind was captured in detail in several pages of the fragment. Even the
happiness of heaven seemed inferior to this earthly love. In the sixty-fourth page of
the fragment, the poet said - "Once upon a time when I | was one with this world—
when the green grass rose above me, the autumn light fell, the fragrant heat of youth
rose from every pore of my far-spreading green ass in the sunbeams—how far, how
far and how far and wide the waters of the school mountains and the bright sky were.
Lying quietly below—then in the autumn sunlight a joy, a life-force, so inexpressible
half-conscious and so great, would pervade my great whole body, so as to remember
a little. It is as if this current of my consciousness is flowing slowly through every
grass and root of the earth—all the fields are trembling with thrill." It is as if the poet
has a sincere kinship with this eternal world. |
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Michael Madhusudan's Meghnad context
Dr. Reba Das

Madhusudan Dutta is the first group poet of Bengali literature. His poem 'Meghnad,
Badh' 1s still a permanent fixture in literature. Ramayana's Rama main story is
novelized by the poet in the context of the renaissance of Bengal and subjugated
1861, there was a huge explosion in Bengali life and mind. In the 19th century, the
New Age impulse of the Renaissance brought a new impulse to the minds of
educated Bengalis. Rammohan Vidyasagar collected the ashes of the human sacrifice
and Madhusudan cremated them. Michael not only broke the shackles of the Payar
in this epic, but also brought the possibility of a huge storm that shattered the long-
standing reforms and values of our country, which shook the old worn-out reforms.
This storm 1s certainly nothing but a strange shell, in his poetry the fine
consciousness of the repeated blow of joy on our broken foundations in the western
awakening life. He 1s not only a poet, nor like Milton, he did not follow the 1dea of
"Justify the ways of God to Man" to write poetry. In his writings, the humanism of
the 19th century broke through the walls of all reformation and corruption. The poem
written 1n the ninth heaven describes the events of three days and two nights from
the news of Virabahu's death to the killing of Meshnad and Pramula's husband-

Chitaroban, Regarding the mythological source of this poem, poet Rajnaravan Bose
said,-"I must tell you my dear fellow, that thought, as a jolly Christian youth, I don't
care a pin's head for a Hinduism, I love the grand mythology of our ancestors. It 1s
full of poetry. A fellow with and inventive head can manufacture the most beautiful
things out of it Nidhan affected his imagination. Even after Rashmiki Kavya, he felt
the greatness of Rakshasas. Therefore, Rayana's heroic son Meghnad "was a fine
fellow" and so Rayana's strong personality encouraged the poet's imagination. From
the words of "I hate Ram and his rabble", many people think that Madhusudan had
an unreasonable analysis of Ram, so he did not make Ram the hero of the poem.
This 1dea 1s very wrong.
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¥ SHAKESPEARE AMONG THE VICTORIANS: INFLUE

NCE OF SHAKESPEARE
ON DICKENS

Kyamalia Bairagyn

The legacy of Shakespeare, to the Victorians was complex and ambivalent. It was often in

bits and pieces that the Victorians encountered Shakespeare in various ways and forms

particularly in the anthologies and adaptations. This was the era when Shakes

serious business. His name,

peare became
his words, his characters get attached to durables and

consumables from crockery and clocks to opium packages and other consumer items. His
influence was even strong among the writers of the Victorian era. His plays were widely
enacted on stage under various production banners and served as inspirations for Victorian
dramatists as well as novelists, Shakespeare provided the Victorians with immense
repertoire of characters and stories and verbal expressions, through which the Victorian
writers could be inspired and encouraged from. Hence Shakespeare’s influence in the
Victorian age was strongly felt among most of the writers. Dickens was one among all
writers whose life was greatly influenced by Shakespeare’s plays as seen by him in various
contemporary performances.

In his last public address Dickens incorporated quotations from Hamlet and Macbeth.
It is also found by critics that Dickens has been alluding to passages from Shakespeare’s
works in every one of his novels, as well as in many of his stories, letters, essays and
speeches. Twentieth century critics have also suggested parallels.between the two authors,
finding even more diverse points of comparison. It is not only in textual references or
allusions that Dickens has manifested the influence of Shakespeare but also in the overall
thematic content and its form. Alan Horseman finds that Dickens’s ability to appeal to both
popular and sophisticated levels resemble that of Shakespeare’s maturity and popularity.
Similarly Algernon Swinburne finds that in Great Expectations, the tragedy and the
comedy, the realism and the imaginary aspect of life are fused or mingled together in a
Shakespearean strength and skill of hand. Otto Ludwig concludes that Great Expectations is

a Shakespearean drama applied to the interests of a modern age particularly discovering the

spirit of Shakespeare in the moral justice which permits the convict to die happy in the




ABHIMUKH

_¥ol=V i Jssué=111: Sep-Dec, 2018 7
A non Conventional Multidisciplinary Journal in
Bengali Language where thoughts of different
fields inter-mingle.
HIMT © [
T, Yie wa
Gls R8VBEL YUY
lﬁ.éwa‘lw
GEEAGI, TS
903505, AqPH

Fo{FEhl wesd 3
SEH WG
@l b-d8e8dq0%¢
950 LOLEES
PSR
Tueidl, Fed), Japd, aoddod

E. mail : komalgandhar1939gmail.com

————

Bl kB ETRN (210) L
Sl G, PG FAF o

e ¢

AR L9 Ao
WS SFq|
qEN ¢

JAR A, A

e 2 el Aol
IG5 | TS
(IS VY04 OY

Y- Il



s e A

B o= e s o ROt S S iy

i
\

@3 Mra [FE bl

A4 g

SCl o
ei4q cofiie
I

Aol q

TR oW SEIn

Y @7
I |
PG AR
oSG
TR 4
sfediel #iie

e fafe
QemiRees! Wl e iR
AR #itel AIAE AT
EAT TR’ ¢ FANY

afosw ¢ SR TN
3% fon afoam

AAA ATEAGE ¢ 9T S

PspTfRee) #iPeM @
CroicoltaRE o

Aeqoiz e I PHFI
U@ ¢ FING #w SRR
P WY
Sawiey wifeq HFY gordl
SAREC Ol SeAmARIEl Sfgn

b b

PR

VY

()

@\9

“o

LY

q0

Qe

bo

Y



“elf&om” ¢
SN ST 9o fon afeamt A
IR CaT

Rext wrotfila sl area Bomier 2ant oft s

T W SE ol g @ iR Y @M Ie T ossar T

wfeAI PRSI BT AR ey AWARSS T AT 4w

(RGT T | AR Sp0d> I AcE SR ‘arld epifle =,

@l s Bl qeafes Bomer g3k 4t Beg sEre s

Bl | AR Totn, el AR AWART WiHE @3

FIGTO! Wiewiea Foi Syl 2feane yioeR 12 el afufe

TR @ & Tt | ‘wedre At wRrerme 2fders

e | &g @@ Toy TAieid Wbl el @M ewy fRang |

To{ill 97 g AR I 3 A @ g SRS (7 A

TR O STeilE g, Beemes, o e

@R CTeNI #led d& F 7| @ g Mree Semom

oo u om | enfRver i 3 B v eyt qmn |

P o wa— “Sigar Miny o T i s o eneEee
{%\HE@\WW TG FASTE DTS APRRS 0 @5l W07 o/

bt Brohum | 20N, iR BET @GR TS R
Pin-731216 Wommmemmmewmww

‘wmmmmmmmmmwmmaaﬁm

3R oy BHe @ Toariet (R% [
RO (Q0F AP SHIOICE Wgerei el ke wpilal
WT’T‘P: It GF @A AEfew Seran \:rrmf?\ QT afearaa
1 4 #o(3 | Acgarpag Gl afmen Syams it | o




A Different Protestant tone in the Assamese Novel

Monalisa Ghosh

A review of the history of Assamese political novels of the 20th century shows that
this range is not very large. In 1928 Dandinath Kalita's novel 'Sadhana’ is considered
as the first political novel. This was followed in 1931 by Daivachandra Talukdar's
'Apurna’, the seccond Assamese political novel and both novels were essentially
Gandhian novels. Gandhi's 1deology, village-centric socio-political thought and
modern positive outlook on freedom movement are all reflected in these two novels.
'Apoorna’ also shows a bit of regionalism. But both these novels give more
importance to the events. The novel is very direct which does not allow the reader
to think too much. The main attraction of the novel is the psychological explanation,
the tension, the dialectic relationship nothing the reader finds. As 1f some limitation
prevents the perfection of the novel. A quote by Govindaprasad Sharma is worth
quoting here. He said - "Aru Karti, the deen of Sadhana, has been greatly hindered
by the social organization Kamat Agbarat Samaj, who follows Gandhi's ideals and
the ideals of regionalism, but why Teolok's mind has created a reaction to that
obstacle, there is no sign of it in the novel."

Translation: "Following the ideals of Sadhana Deenabandhu and Kartik Gandhi and
the ideals of regionalism, they came forward in the work of social organization and
were severely hindered by a section of the society, but the reaction to that obstacle
is not indicated in this novel."



