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Theory of Space/s: Rereading Foucault’s ‘Heterotopias’ and its
Various Implications

Kyamalia Bairagya’
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The zuthor is doing PhD from Visva Bharati University in the Department of English and Other Eurcpean
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Hemrzm WMahavidyalzy located at Mallarpur in Birbhum district of West Bengal. This college is affiliated to
the University of Burdwen.

Abstract

The term ‘heterctopia” was used by Foucault in one of his lectures given to a group of architectural students
in 1657. This lecture wras published in 1986 in an essay entitled ‘Of Other Spaces’. Although thisis a theory
to be explored for exploring spatial relations in the field of architecture, its implications could be extended
to v=rious other fields. Fouczult, in this lecture proposes ideas and new ways of thinking about ‘space’ or
“spaces’ in 2 globelized world where heterotopias are like “counter-sites”. A concept which has been
considered ambiguous and incomplete in its attempts of definition by some has also remained a topic of
much discussion and debate for many. It serves as a base for understanding complex urban spaces in a
gloazlised sodety. These spaces form a part of our modern urbanized identities and cultures as well and
zcrording to Fouczult, the concept of heterotopias is like a disruptive force, a way to think about things
differently. Foucault’s lecture historicizes the concept of spatial existence and probes into the problem of
juxzposing heterctopias with rez) spaces of our existence. He talks about tensions and contradictions in
the<e stes of contradiction which has been existing since the conception of civilization. Foucault, while
theorizing writh the post -modern condition of existential reality in the modern European world, has also
pointed out several real spaces that serve as examples for heterotopias. Foucault’s theory about the
formztion of the ideal subject in “different spaces’ or ‘other spaces’ are dealt with in his later work Discipline
ond Punish. His owm published lecture is however insufficient in this respect and there are a handful of
scholzrs who have been working on elaborating and extending his theories in their research works.

This paper will discuss the concept of heterotopias as implied by Foucault and few other scholars working
in the same field.

Keywords

spatial relations, identities, culture, civilization
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According to Heidi Sohn, Michel Foucault had borrowed the term *heterotopia’ from
medical and biological contexts and had then used it in his own discourse (41). The word
1s a contraction of two words ‘hetero” and ‘topos’ where “hetero’ means another or different
and ‘topos’ means place (Sohn 41). Sohn also points out that the term had been increasingly
appearing since the 1920s in medical literature to describe a particular phenomenon or to
talk about the spatial displacement of any normal tissue, which however does not have any
influence over the total functioning and development of the body to which the tissue
belongs (41). In medical science it is believed that heterotopia usually occurs in organs
adjacent to each other having a close ‘spatial relationship’ in their origin (Sohn 41). The
word has been shown to have a diverse range of meanings. It however signifies a condition
that generically suggests a kind of ‘spatial and morphological anomaly’ (Sohn 43).

‘Heterotopia’ as a term appeared for the first time in the preface of Foucault’s The
Order of Things, which was published in 1966 and Foucault had actually posited his
concept of heterotopia as an opposition to utopia (Sohn 43). Both the terms are however
conceptual and abstract in nature. The term ‘heterotopia’ was presented in a lecture as well
by Foucault himself in France in 1967. This lecture took place in front of an audience of
architects. Although in a much closed circle, the term gained wide popularity among the
field of architects as it seemed to open a wide range of vistas in the field of urban planning
for new architectural experiments. The concept of heterotopias/s originates the idea of
‘different space’ or that of the ‘contesting spaces’ (Boyer 54). The lecture on architectural
heterotopias has however established a new science known as the science of heterotopias
or the science of ‘other spaces’. It got published in several languages and the published
English version was named ‘Of Other Spaces’. The English translation of the title was
however a subject of disagreement among many and it was thought that an alternative
translation would be ‘different spaces’ as the word ‘heterotopia’ contains the root ‘hetero’
which is a Greek word meaning ‘different’ rather than ‘other’ (Sohn 22). But the version

entitled ‘Of Other Spaces’ received wide circulation.

Before moving any further into the concept of Heterotopia, it is perhaps more
important to talk about the concept of space in itself. Drawing attention to Henri Lefebvre’s
idea it would be proper to think about the concept of space in its entirety on all levels:
social, geographical and economical. While describing the concept, Lefebvre actually
alludes to the history of the philosophy of space according to which, with the advent of the
artesian logic, the concept of space had entered the realm of the absolute (The Production

KSpace 1). Philosophers like Descartes and Kant are important on this aspect for giving a
ition of social spacc Space however came to be consxdered as more of a ‘mental thing’

or rather spaces as well. Being a mental concept it is difficult for Foucault or others to
explain or produce a very radical stance on this concept. He never explains what space it is
that he is referring to so that the gap between the philosophical and real can be bridged.
Foucault claims that a proper and definitive definition of space might never be
possible as our life is perhaps still governed by a certain number of oppositions that remains

almact ninhraalahla (“OF Othar Qrurac’” 1A) (Cartain annncitinnal inctimitiane and nracticac
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An overview on the spatial distribution of major communicable
diseases in Malda district, India

Krishnendn Gupta !
Abstract

The concept of discase can be described from various point of views. Diseases may be com-

pared with an iceberg. The small floating part of iceberg represents what the physician can
see. Rest of the submerge portion of iceberg may be compared with the hidden responsible
factors of diseases, what the physician does not sce. Geographical studies play vital role to find
out spatio-temporal analysis and cause-effect relation of any disease. This study will portrait
the block wise spatial distribution that includes the concentration as well as dispersal of ma-
Jor communicable diseases in Malda district of West Bengal. In this research work, Location
Quotient has been considered as the major analytical technique. For each disease, district level
comparative study has been discussed to find out the position of study district in West Bengal.
After that an effort has been made to portrait block wise spatial distribution to highlight the
concentration as well as dispersal of major communicable diseases as compared to district level

average condition. The spatial analysis of diseases is very much useful for decision maker and

planner to prevent as well as for the eradication of diseases from any place. It provides the real

scenario of disease distribution and their growth pattern over a time period in any region.

Key words: Disease, epidemiology, ice berg concept, communicable diseases, spatial analysis.

Introduction:

The concept of disease may be described from various points of views. As per Webster definition
disease is “a condition in which body health is impaired, a departure from a state of health.
an alteration of the human body interrupting the performance of vital functions” (Park, 2013)
The Oxford English Dictionary defines disease as “a condition of the body or some part or organ
of the body in which its functions are disrupted or damaged” (Park, 2013). Ecological concept
considers disease as maladjustment situation between human organism and the environment.
Sociological perspective considers disease as a common social phenomenon, which is found in
all societies. However, there are little differences among the concepts of disease,
sickness. According to the Susser (1971) these terms may be described as:

illness, and

» Disease is a physiological or psychological dysfunction.
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The British Seaside Birkul ang Narayantglqg -
Holidays and Summer Resorts in Colonial Bﬂ;g“

Dr Suman Mukherjee
|

| {: The British decided to construct sea-side resorts In different parts of Coastal Bengal
1 ,\N“:M from summer heat of Calcutta. In the |g» century ‘Beerku/’ (presently Digha)
S sca-side resort. First Governor General Warren Hastings (1774.) 785) selected ‘Beerkul’
ﬂ-“w himself from the heat of Calcutta. The sweet sea wind of Beerkul was very useful for
::m of the European administrators and aristocrats. Hastings Constructed 5 bungalows there
»d he marked it as ‘Brighton of the East’. But the said plan was not implemented very

and health sanitarium of Bengal? How tourism,
letsure and recreation informed an agenda in Colonial Birkul and Fraserganj? Why and how
Birkul and Frasergan) emerged as a popular seaside holiday destination in Colonial Bengal? Who
were the key players in tourism, leisure and recreation in Colonial Birkul and Frasergan;?
Key Words: Seaside; Holiday;

Summer Resorts; Birkul; Narayantala: ‘Brighton of the East’:
Warren Hastings; Sir Andrew Fraser; Tourism; Leisure; Recreation.

Within Western nations, water has long been associated with restorative qualities and medicinal
benefits to balance the ardor of work, life in the city, or the pollution inherent in industnal/urban
areas. This association is evidenced in Past practices of picnicking beside creeks, rivers, and
lakes; short excursions to lake areas, thermal springs, and the seaside; the taking of seaside
holidays angd vacations; second- home ownership by lakes, or at the seaside; and bathing and spa
Berapy as well as taking in the waters and fresh or sea air. Traditionally, in England, seaside
%™l and activities were used as a break from normal routine. With the onset of the Industrial
R‘"d“&‘ﬂ and subsequent developments in working conditions, such as shorter working days
:::lic holidays, discretionary income, along with the concurrent development of transportation
logy,

» the lower-middle and

working classes were able to experience to differing degrees
. *Creational and leisure pursu
"d upper
o

its that had previously been the purview of the upper-middle
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Tranglated Version in Engligh

'Parajanmoa’ in judging short stories: Selina Hossain
Reba Das

Selina Hossain was born in Rajshahi district of Bangladesh in 1947. Her writings
have been translated into many languages not only Bengali. She believed that art is
the integrated form of thousands of elements in the lives of thousands of people and
she engaged herself in the pursuit of that art throughout her life. Just as the bright
characters of Bengali folklore have come alive in her fiction, the real life picture of
the people of rural Bengal has been very realistically portrayed in her fiction. In his
fiction, the contemporary social and political conflict-crisis, language-movement,
Bangladesh's independence war have gained a new dimension. Her fiction emerges
from a sincere attempt to realize the life she has lived, not from mere character-
reformation. Apart from novels, she has shown his ability in writing short stories. In
fact, the short story is the sand art that demands a great sense of objectivity, a fine
psychological sense and a well-rounded sense of proportion. In the range, there is
often a space for something redundant or something. Even if its binding is loose, it
does not cut the tune. Because the whole is the end of the novel, the structure of the
short story is completely different. Here, the art loses its credibility when the specific
coherence is lost, therefore the effectiveness of the short story depends to a large
extent on the material knowledge of the writer, the experience of the society and the
family. We will discuss the extent to which Selina Hossain's story 'Parajanm' has
achieved artistic success as a short story. The story was published in 1986. First let's
give a brief description of the story.

Kazem Ali lost his wife and two sons to the cruel curse of fate at the age of sixty-
eight, and today he is completely lonely, alone, helpless. He is in this house of four
men. At this age he was wounded by intense grief, his wife Asmani came up in his
memory again and again, but even though the intense grief temporarily weakened
him, it did not dampen his spirits. He is a caste farmer. He cultivates lakhs every
year on seven bighas of land. This year he is completely alone. His wife had intimate
knowledge about Laksh. Lakh crop grows twice a year. Once in Jaishtha month and
once in Kartika month. | ’ X N

b
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Public Drinking in Colonial Calcutta: Voices from Taverns and Coffee Houses
Dr Suman Mukherjee
Assistant Professor of History
THLH Mahavidyalay, Mallarpur, Birbhum-731216, WB

sumanmukherjee.2010@ rediffmail.com
+91-9434582845

Abstract: Coffec houses and taverns were perhaps the most attractive aspects of colonial urban
Calcutta. Colonial Calcutta witnessed the emergence of taverns and coffee houses as the space of
public drinking and recreation. The Citizens of Calcutta and upper class British people used
those taverns and coffee houses for amusement. Eating and drinking wine were available in those
taverns and coffee houses. Those were built up at Dalhousie, Lalbazar, Baubazar, Kasitala areas
of Calcutta. The European sailors, soldiers and aristocrats met with each other in those taverns
and Coffeehouses. ‘Harmonic Tavern’ was the best party association of elite and rich classes in
colonial Calcutta. The ‘Calcutta Exchange Coffee House' was started in the year 1798. But the
most aristocratic coffee house was 'John Spence Coffee House'. During the winter season, the
aristocratic Europeans, gentlemen and business men gathered there to enjoy ball dance and
supper. Not only the Europeans but also richest people of Calcutta used to go in Spence’s coffee
house. Neo-elite class of Bengal was too much influenced by the taverns and coffee houses.
After the decline of the taverns and coffee houses, Calcutta witnessed the advent of multiple
clubs in various parts of the city. Consumption of coffee in public places paved the way for a
new social space where an individual could indulge in an open and easy conversation with the
Company and the Government. Owing to the discussion of various social and political issues, a
new social group 'Bourgeois' was emerged in city of Calcutta. Consumption of coffee was
marked as a symbol and an emblem of modemity. These coffee houses gave birth to ‘adda’ i.c.
gossip, later this gossip became an inseparable and important part of Bengali culture and

tradition.

Calcutta, Ball Dance, Supper, Adda, Gossip.
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Introduction:

The Eighteenth Century Calcutta had witnessed the emergence of the ‘Taverns’ and ‘Coffee
Houses'. The Citizens of Calcutta and upper class British people used those taverns and coffee
houses for amusement. Eating and drinking wine were available in those taverns and coffee
houses. Those were built up at Dalhousie, Lalbazar, Baubazar, Kasitala areas of Calcutta. The
Europcan sailors, soldiers and aristocrats met with each other in those taverns and Coffechouses.
‘Harmonic Tavern’ was the best party association of elite and rich classes in colonial Calcutta.
The *Calcutta Exchange Coffee House' was started in the year 1798. But the most aristocratic
coffee house was 'John Spence Coffee House'. During the winter season, the aristocratic
Europeans, gentlemen and business men gathered there to enjoy ball dance and supper. Not only
the Europeans but also richest people of Calcutta used to go in Spence’s coffee house. Neo-elite

class of Bengal was too much influenced by the taverns and coffee houses.
Exploring the Historiography of Taverns & Coffee Houses in India:

Colonial Calcutta witnessed the emergence of taverns and coffee houses as the space of public
drinking and recreation. Regarding the history of the coffee houses, Krishna Dutta' describes the
history of the Calcutta coffee house in her book ‘Calcutta: A Cultural and Literary History’
(2003). Markman Ellis’s” book ‘The Coffee House: A Cultural History’ (2007) sheds light on
this aspect. Ravi Ahuja and Bhaswati Bhattacharya® in their project ‘The Indian Coffee House: A
Social History of Public Consumption in Post-Colonial India’ (2010) portrayed the social history
of the Indian Coffee Houses. Ravi Kant Sharma* in his article ‘Architecture of Intellectual
Sociality: Tea and Coffee Houses in Post-Colonial Delhi’ (2016) mentions different aspects of
the coffee houses of Bengal. Brian Cowan’s” recently published article ‘Café’ or Coffee House?

Transnational History of Coffee and Sociability’(2016) deals with the history of the Calcutta

Volume IX, Issue III, March /2020 Page No:1915
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Days of the Raj: Medical Tourism, Recreation and Medicalized
Leisure Culture in Colonial Darjeeling

DR SUMAN MUKHERJEE
Assistant Professor, Department of History

T.H.L.H.Mahavidyalay, Mallarpur, Birbhum-731216, West Bengal, India

Abstract:

During the colonial regime the British made some important changes in the character of Indian tourism,
recreation and leisure culture. A sense of satisfaction was created among the British when they became
successful to establish domination in Bengal during the last stage of 18" century. The British became
involved deeply in travel, leisurc and recreation. They decided to construct Darjeeling as popular hill
station and health sanitarium of Bengal Presidency. They wanted to enjoy the quality leisure time there.
Every type of comfort, amusement and recreational facililies were available in Darjeeling to satisfy the
British aristocrats. Different types of dak bungalows, coffee houses, and hotels, restaurants were
constructed for food and lodging. British administrators and aristocrats started club culture and introduced
various sports to pass their leisure time. Besides British, the maharajas, land-lords, Bengali Babus and
well educated people of Bengal started to imitate the British culture of travel, recreation and leisure. By
starting tourism, recreation and leisure culture in colonial Darjecling the British tried to regulate the
native mindset and culture. The major thrust of my article is about why the British explored Darjeeling as
a hill station and health sanitarium of Bengal? How tourism, leisure and recreation informed an agenda in
Colonial Darjeeling? Why and how Darjeeling emerged as a popular tourist destination in Colonial
Bengal? Who were the key players in tourism, leisure and recreation in Colonial Darjeeling? What was
the interlocking relationship between tourism and recreation? Did tourism, leisure and recreation forge
out a cultural space that could be approximated as modernism in Colonial Darjeeling? Did it influence all
the people of Darjecling Society? This research article is all about finding answers to these questions.

Key Words: Colonial Darjeeling, Tourism, Leisure, Recreation, Bengal Presidency, Hill Station,
Sanitarium, Dak Bungalow, Club, Coffee-House, Hotel, Restaurant, Bengali Babu.

INTRODUCTION:

The ‘hill stations’ were created in colonial India as a part of the British imperialistic project.
From the historical perspective these hill stations were the product of British Colonialism.
Mainly two things were closely related behind the rise of the hill stations-a) a discovery of
scenery and b) reconstruction of natural environment. Dane Kennedy rightly said. “Hill stations

Copyright © 2020Author
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Translated Version in English

Dust of the Sweet Earth
Reba Das

Rabindranath is the Poet of the world. In the literary life of the poet, the strange
pattern of the world's taste-smell-touch-light has become a spiritual experience in
diversity of themes in all of Rabindranath's poems is this devotional love for the
world. How did it come about? One evening, even the walls of the adjacent house
suddenly became beautiful in the eyes of the poet. From that day, the veil of
insignificance of the world was removed. If I can't remove my self, then this world
cannot be seen in the right way. Kabir felt that the more my part of me disappears in
the darkness of the evening, the more the outside world wakes up with its own
identity. And then its full form is seen, the world becomes beautiful and sweet. In
the description of the poet - T used to stand on the balcony, the movements of the
laborers walking along the road, their body structure, their faces seemed to be a great
surprise to me. Everyone is like a wave on the ocean. From my childhood, I was able
to see only with my eyes, today I started to see with all my consciousness, a friend
laughing with a friend, a mother nursing a child, a cow standing next to a cow and
licking its body, the infinite immensity that lies between them. My mind ached with
surprise.
That's what Kolakuli is doing. This is not an exaggeration of the poet's imagination.
In fact, I did not have the strength to express what I felt.” This consciousness of the
poet's mind was captured in detail in several pages of the fragment. Even the
happiness of heaven seemed inferior to this earthly love. In the sixty-fourth page of
the fragment, the poet said - "Once upon a time when I | was one with this world—
when the green grass rose above me, the autumn light fell, the fragrant heat of youth
rose from every pore of my far-spreading green ass in the sunbeams—how far, how
far and how far and wide the waters of the school mountains and the bright sky were.
Lying quietly below—then in the autumn sunlight a joy, a life-force, so inexpressible
half-conscious and so great, would pervade my great whole body, so as to remember
a little. It is as if this current of my consciousness is flowing slowly through every
grass and root of the earth—all the fields are trembling with thrill." It is as if the poet
has a sincere kinship with this eternal world. |

Wr Suman Mukfierjes

Teacher-in-Charge

Henton Asbovidpaley
rﬁfw @irbhum- 731216
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Translated Version in English

Michael Madhusudan's Meghnad context
Dr. Reba Das

Madhusudan Dutta is the first group poet of Bengali literature. His poem 'Meghnad
Badh' is still a permanent fixture in literature. Ramayana's Rama main story is
novelized by the poet in the context of the renaissance of Bengal and subjugated
1861, there was a huge explosion in Bengali life and mind. In the 19th century, the
New Age impulse of the Renaissance brought a new impulse to the munds of
and Madhusudan cremated them. Michael not only broke the shackles of the Payar
in this epic, but also brought the possibility of a huge storm that shattered the long-
standing reforms and values of our country, which shook the old wom-out reforms.
This storm is certainly nothing but a strange shell, in his poetry the fine
consciousness of the repeated blow of joy on our broken foundations in the westemn
awakening life. He is not only a poet, nor like Milton, he did not follow the idea of
"Justify the ways of God to Man" to write poetry. In his writings, the humanism of
the 19th century broke through the walls of all reformation and corruption. The poem
written in the ninth heaven describes the events of three days and two nights from

...................

.........

said.-"I must tell you my dear fellow, that thought, as a jolly Christian youth, I don't
care a pin's head for a Hinduism, I love the grand mythology of our ancestors. It is
full of poetry. A fellow with and inventive head can manufacture the most beautiful
the greatness of Rakshasas. Therefore, Rayana's heroic son Meghnad, "was a fine
fellow" and so Rayapa's strong personality encouraged the poet's imagination. From
the words of "I hate Ram and his rabble", many people think that Madhusudan had
an unreasonable analysis of Ram, so he did not make Ram the hero of the poem.

This idea is very wrong.

(Dr suman Mukfirnges
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